#                 BEKNARD SHAW

get the irony in such spectacles.   The family tree
shows that to call the Shaws Celts is to use the
word in the usual loose way, since they are of an
English and Scotch strain which settled in. Ire-
land in the seventeenth century; as Mr. McCabe
puts it, "they were Orange aliens In Catholic
Ireland."   Celt is a generic name to include the
Irish, Scotch, and Welsh, and in this sense the
Shaws were dominantly Celtic.    Irish they were
not in the deepest,  fullest   significance   of   the
word.  Of his father, first a small government of-
ficial, then an unsuccessful  corn merchant,  we
get an uncomplimentary picture from the son;
the former seems to have been an example of a
somewhat ineffective, rather helpless specimen of
the lesser gentry.    It is from the mother that
Shaw derives, so far as he is to be explained by
Ms immediate parentage.    She was evidently a
woman of parts and strong character; a fine musi-
cian from whom he got Ms knowledge of and taste
in that art; and modern in the way in which,
when the family fortunes were at ebb tide, she
ym able to go out into the world and by her tal-
<wb and will-power   support   those   dependent
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